
How to
Be a Successful
Online student



Does this describe you?

 I am self-motivated and self-disciplined.

 I am able to work independently with little direction.

 I have basic computer skills.

 I have good time management skills. I am not a 
procrastinator.

 I can effectively communicate.

 I do not require face-to-face interaction with my 
teacher and classmates.



If you do not know how to use a 
computer, you feel tortured completing 

work independently, or you get 
distracted every two minutes….perhaps 
online school is not a good fit for you.

If not,…let’s face it…
Online school is NOT for everyone.



…you CAN be a successful 
online student!

However, if you ARE a good fit and 
are WILLING to apply a few, easy 

suggestions,…



So, let’s discuss a few ways to 
be a successful online student…



The capability and willingness to 
direct one’s own education.

A key factor to being successful as 
an online student is self-direction:



need to be independent and take 
responsibility for their learning.

Online students, more so than 
traditional students,



Inevitably, you’ll be tempted to rush 
through assignments or skim the 

readings. Don’t be distracted. Commit 
and keep your goals in mind when you 

struggle with staying on track.

Put your learning first.



Think about what you’d like to accomplish. Is 
there a class you’d like to ace this year or a 
certain grade you’d like to make? Be sure to 
put your goals in writing and post the list 

where you’ll see it often.

Set personal goals.



Create a clean, quiet, and orderly 
place to do schoolwork can make a huge 
difference. Be sure you have room for 

your books, computer, pens, paper, and 
other supplies.

Create a study spot.



Having your own calendar can help you 
schedule your assignments and plan for the 

future. Write down your class days/times and 
assignments due on the appropriate days. 

Review what will be due in the coming days.

Use a calendar and always turn 
assignments in on time.



A routine will help keep you on track with 
your schoolwork. It’s a good idea to find out 

when your teachers have their office hours, so 
you can arrange your schedule to overlap with 

when they are available. 

Establish a routine.



It’s always better to be ahead than to be 
struggling at the last minute! Break down big 
projects into small, manageable parts—and 
give each one a deadline. Don’t drag your 
feet—make yourself do things on time, and 

you’ll be better off in the long run. 

Start on track and stay on track.



That sounds funny when you go to school 
online, doesn’t it? But we all get sucked into 
the trap of taking a “short break” from our 
schoolwork to play a game or go see what’s 

happening on social media. The next thing you 
know, that five-minute break has turned into 

an hour! Breaks are a good thing, but it’s 
important to set a time limit and stick to it.

Limit your time online.



Everyone has them! When you get a bad 
grade, get behind on your schoolwork, or 

experience other frustrations, realise that this 
is a learning experience. To move forward, you 
must take responsibility for what you’ve done 

(or not done) and decide to change your 
behaviour in the future.  

Learn to deal with setbacks.



A positive attitude about learning is the best 
gift you can give yourself. Everything you 

learn, whether it’s your most favorite or least 
favorite subject, will help you grow as a 

person.  

Be positive.



If you have a question, ask it. If you 
don’t understand an assignment, let 

your teacher know. 

Ask for help when you need it.



Your online teacher LOVES talking to you! 
Contact your teacher anytime you have 

questions, get confused, are behind in your 
work, or want a progress report.

Communicate with your teacher.



 Send an e-mail to your teacher

 Seesaw message (K-Y2) or Teams message (Y3+)

Don’t forget! This is your teacher so be respectful in your language.

Ways to Communicate with your Teacher:



Don’t be nervous! Your teacher WANTS to help 
you be successful. If you get an e-mail, or call 
from your teacher, it’s because he/she cares 

and wants to hear from you. So don’t hesitate 
to communicate with your teacher!

Communicate with your teacher.



You have MANY other helpful resources 
available: Your textbooks, online instructional 

tools, trusted websites, etc. You also have 
your parents, counsellors/advisors, and 

principals that can help.

Make the MOST of your resources.



• Apply self-direction.
• Be capable and willing.
• Be independent and responsible.
• Put your learning first.
• Set personal goals.
• Create a study spot.
• Use a calendar and always turn 

assignments in on time.
• Establish a routine.
• Start on track and stay on track.
• Limit your time online.
• Learn to deal with setbacks.
• Be positive.
• Ask for help when you need it.
• Communicate with your teacher.
• Make the most of your resources.

Summary



1. How do you know if you are a good fit for online 
school?

2. What are some ways to be a successful online 
student? 

3. Why do you think self-discipline is important in online 
school?

4. What are some ways that you can communicate with 
your online teacher?
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